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 Naval Postgraduate School
Department of National Security Affairs
 Associate Professor Russell Published in Middle East Policy
By Catherine L. Grant
May 31, 2016
“Saudi Arabia: The Strategic Dimensions of Environmental Insecurity” by NSA’s own Associate
Professor James Russell appears in the most recent version of Middle East Policy. According to
Russell, due to increased carbon levels in the atmosphere, the temperatures in the Middle East
are only going to get hotter. This will not only impact the population, but it has political and
strategic implications as well.  
To read more, click here.
 Associate Professor Ryan Gingeras published in Foreign Affairs
By Julie LaRocque
May 26, 2016
Associate Professor Ryan Gingeras of the National Security Affairs Department
has published two articles in Foreign Affairs recently. One provides historical perspective on a
critical aspect of the struggle against ISIS, and the other examines the questions as to whether
Turkey can assimilate is refugees. 
In the ﬁrst article, titled "Turkey Beyond Borders," Gingeras argues that to genuinely appreciate
Ankara’s struggle to maintain and police its southern border with Syria, it is worth going back
further than the current conﬂict with ISIS. The article reviews how a series of complex political
and economic challenges have vexed Turkish politicians and provincial residents alike. 
In the second article, titled "Can Turkey Assimilate Its Refugees?," Gingeras discusses the
challenges associated with the inﬂux of Syrian refugees in to Turkey since 2011. 
You can read "Turkey Beyond Borders" here.
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 Associate Professor Jessica Piombo published in Foreign Affairs
By Julie LaRocque and Jessica Piombo
May 25, 2016
Associate Professor Jessica Piombo of the National Security Affairs Department
has published an article in Foreign Affairs.
In the article, which is titled "Has South Africa Lost It's Way?," Jessica Piombo and Cherrel
Africa argue that the wave of political protest sweeping South Africa this year is largely
attributable to compromises the ruling African National Congress (ANC) made when ﬁrst
assuming power and missteps in governance during the reign of Jacob Zuma. Many of the
country’s current problems lie in its tortured past, and when the ANC chose political power over
economic transformation during negotiations in the early 1990s, this curtailed the party’s ability
to address these challenges. High levels of economic inequality, massive service delivery gaps,
and sharply rising costs of living have brought South Africans to the edge. Repeated
government corruption scandals and the growing culture of impunity since Zuma came to
power in 2007, combined with the increasingly repressive tactics of the government, fueled the
worker and student outbursts that have now become characteristic. Piombo and Africa argue
that South Africa is at a crossroads, and it remains to be seen whether recent developments
offer the promise of improvement or the threat of worsening state corruption, economic malaise,
and violent protest. If the protests can move beyond violence to sustained mobilization and the
internal renewal of the ANC, South Africa may ﬁnally see lasting positive change.
 
See the full article here.
 Research Professor Feroz Khan Published in Arms Control Today
By Catherine L. Grant
May 22, 2016
Professor Feroz Khan of the NSA department has recently been published twice. First, "Burying
the Hatchet: The Case for a ‘Normal’ Nuclear South Asia," was published in Arms Control
Today. In the article, he discusses how the rivalry of the two nuclear-armed states of India and
Pakistan present the global nonproliferation regime with a singﬁcant challenge. He argues the
most promising approach to the challenge is multilateral negotiations to establish criteria that
both countries must meet. 
Read the full article here.
The second published article, Khan co-authored a chapter in this edited volume “Pakistan,
MIRVs and Counterforce Targeting” in The Lure and Pitfalls of MIRVs: From the First to the
Second Nuclear Age (Washington D.C: Henry L Stimson Center, May 2016).
The book was launched last week in D.C.










Christopher Darnton joins the NSA Department as the
newest Professor specializing in Latin America and US
Foreign Policy. His work focuses on the domestic politics of
foreign policy, particularly related to enduring rivalries and
conﬂict resolution, counterterrorism cooperation and
alliance management, regional integration, and state-
building. A Latin Americanist, his research and teaching
emphasize the international politics of the Americas, with
particular interest in what new archival evidence reveals
about the Cold War era and beyond.
Dr. Darnton is the author of Rivalry and Alliance Politics in
Cold War Latin America (Johns Hopkins U. Press, 2014),
as well as articles in International Studies
Quarterly, Security Studies, the Journal of Cold War
Studies, and Latin American Research Review. His current projects include articles on US-
Cuban rapprochement failures, Latin American agency in the Alliance for Progress, and the use
and misuse of archival documents in political science, as well as a book on the sectional politics
of war and state formation in the Americas.
Chris received a Ph.D. (2009) and MA (2004) in Politics from Princeton University, and a BA in
International Relations (2002) from the University of Southern California. Prior to arriving at NPS,
he taught at Reed College and the Catholic University of America. 
You can read the rest of his bio here.
 
 NSA Student Wins First USNI/Foundation Essay Competition
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NPS student U.S. Marine Corps Capt. Christopher Bartos of the Department of National
Security Affairs has been named winner of the inaugural NPS Foundation/U.S. Naval Institute
Essay Contest. His 3,000-word winning entry, “Cyber Weapons Are Not Created Equal,” will be
published in the June issue of Proceedings.
“I was very surprised to ﬁnd out I had won because I wasn't sure the editorial board would
agree with some of my conclusions,” said Bartos. “I had no idea that I was in the running for the
top prize until I was informed by [NPS Foundation Executive Director] Ms. Suzanne Fortune over
the phone that I had won. The essay is a product of the incredible teaching and stimulating
learning environment created in the National Security Affairs department, and it comes from the
IR theory class I took with Dr. Glosny and the cyber policy and strategy class with Dr. Huntley.”
Bartos’ winning essay attempts to clear up misperceptions in cyber attack and defense
operations, and how they are postured. He declares that a rigorous network defense negates
offensive penetration because, over time, attack methods become perishable and obsolete.
“My essay challenges a commonly held belief about cyber operations – that they favor the
offense more than the defense. While it is true that cyber attacks happen quickly, and that
expanding Internet use creates many gaps, the most signiﬁcant form of cyber operations
require signiﬁcant planning, resources, and expertise to develop and execute. Small attacks will
cause problems for society and individuals at large, but it is only these advanced attacks that
will inﬂuence security at the strategic level,” said Bartos. 
Bartos is pursuing a Masters of Arts in National Security Studies – East Asia Curriculum.
In August, he will be attending the Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center to
study Korean before going to South Korea to complete his training as a Northeast Asia Foreign
Area Ofﬁcer.
 
(U.S. Navy photo and original ariticle by Javier Chagoya - see original post here)
 Senior Lecturer Wade Huntley nominee for Best Conference Paper
By Julie LaRocque
April 18, 2016
RSEP Academic Director and Senior Lecturer Wade Huntley was published in the peer-
reviewed proceedings of the 49th Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences. The
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 Professor James Russell Awarded Tenure
By DR Mohammed Hafez
April 7, 2016
This promotion and granting of tenure is in recognition of James Russell's contributions to the
Department of National Security Affairs, the Naval Postgraduate School, and the Department of
Defense.  These contributions are reﬂected in his research, teaching, thesis advising, and
service.
His analysis of military innovation in warfare, including irregular war and counterinsurgency, is
empirically rich, analytically forward, and informs important debates in the ﬁelds of international
security and strategic studies. By rejecting top-down perspectives on innovation, and going
beyond a singular focus on doctrinal manuals, his research highlights how bottom-up creative
solutions to daily tactical problems are generative of major innovations in military strategy and
doctrine. His book serves as an important corrective to the conventional wisdom on how
military innovation occurs. Russell's long career in the Department of Defense; his scholarship,
teaching, and thesis advising; his service to the NSA department and NPS; and his impressive
ability to attract reimbursable research and education bring great value to this institution.  
 




Senior Lecturer David L. Anderson has an article “Diplomacy or War: Reﬂection on U.S.
Negotiations with Iran in 2015 and Japan in 1941,” published in Passport: The Society for
Historians of American Foreign Relations Review 46, no. 3 (January 2016): 21-22. To view the
article, click here.   
 
 Professor Carolyn Halladay Receives Outstanding Professor Award
By Professor Erik Dahl
March 25, 2016
Congratulations to Dr. Carolyn Halladay, who has been awarded the Lieutenant Command
David L. Williams Outstanding Professor Award. 
The award is presented to a faculty member of the School of International Graduate Studies
who has demonstrated great dedication and has had great impact on the learning and
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contributions to the NSA Department, CHDS, and CCMR make her extremely deserving of this
award.  As we say in the Navy, Bravo Zulu! 




This chapter provides a critical review and analysis of how contemporary Chinese analysts,
scholars, and policy-makers perceive and evaluate China’s international inﬂuence in developing
Asia. It outlines the main goals and aspirations that Chinese policy actors have on the global
and regional stage, and drawing on original Chinese language sources, ﬁnds that they perceive
a signiﬁcant gap to date between China’s growing power resources and its international
inﬂuence. China’s ability to attain its key goals abroad falls some way short of domestic
expectations relative to both its latent capabilities and to the inﬂuence of other great powers,
principally the United States. The chapter also analyses Chinese explanations for this ‘under-
achievement,’ examining both international and domestic factors.  Although there is some
disappointment at this gap, Chinese experts are not dissatisﬁed with the status-quo and
remain hopeful that its power resources will produce greater gains in international inﬂuence in
the future.
CLICK HERE for a complete review of the book.
 
 NSA Department Welcomes New Educational Technician
By Professor Erik Dahl
February 8, 2016
She previously worked at Naval Facilities Engineering Command in Monterey, where she
received a NAVFAC “On the Spot” award for her efforts in support of the Navy and Marine
Corps Relief Society.  In the NSA department she will assist students with their course selection
and administration, including entering plans of study into Python, adding or dropping classes,
obtaining forms, or any other procedural and technical questions about their course of study.
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For those attending ISA, there will be a roundtable and reception in his honor on Wednesday
March 16 at 7pm in Salon B of the Hilton Atlanta.  For the full text of the 2015 ISA ISS Annual
Report, CLICK HERE.  For the schedule of the Intelligence Studies Section Panels at the ISA
Conference, CLICK HERE. 
rofessor Wirtz recently contributed "Cyber War and Strategic Culture: The Russian Integration of
Cyber Powers into Grand Strategy", a chapter in "Cyber War in Perspective: Russian
Aggression in Ukraine" by Kenneth Geers.  Brent Scowcroft Center Nonresident Senior Fellow
Kenneth Geers edited and introduced Cyber War in Perspective, a new collection of essays
published by the NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence that also includes an
essay from Cyber Statecraft Initiative Nonresident Senior Fellow Jay Healey.
The conﬂict in Ukraine appears to have all the ingredients for cyber war. Moscow and Kyiv are
playing for the highest geopolitical stakes, and both countries possess a high level of expertise
in information technology and computer hacking. However, there are still many sceptics of
cyber war, and more questions than answers. Malicious code has served criminals and
spies very well, but can cyber attacks offer soldiers more than a tactical edge on the battleﬁeld?
Can they have a strategic effect? And what norms should be established in international
relations to govern nation-state hacking in peacetime and in war?
The book serves as a benchmark in the early history of Internet-era warfare. It features 18
chapters by scholars and practitioners who identify the case’s tactical and strategic
implications, discuss their signiﬁcance for policy and law, and analyse ongoing information
operations. For worldleaders and system administrators alike, the ‘cyber dimension’ of
the Russo-Ukrainian crisis offers many lessons and sheds light on whether cyber war is still
closer to science ﬁction than reality.
This case study, which examines the Ukraine crisis between 2013-2015, demonstrates that
cyber attacks have been used in a broader strategy of information warfare. They encompass
digital propaganda, denial-of-service (DoS) campaigns, website defacements, information leaks
by hacktivist groups, and cutting-edge cyber espionage malware. However, apart
from disruptions to Internet connectivity between Crimea, Donbass, and the rest of Ukraine,
there have been no known attacks against civilian or military critical infrastructures. Does this
mean that Russia – considered by many to be one of the leading cyber powers in the world – is
voluntarily showing restraint? And what are the scenarios in which we could see an
escalation of this conﬂict in cyberspace?
Read full book HERE
 
 Professor Clay Moltz launches the National Security Space Institute's speaker series
By Dave Smith, 21st Space Wing Public Aﬀairs staﬀ writer
January 29, 2016
The full Peterson Air Force Base Press Release can be found HERE.

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This comes on the heels of Professor Moltz receiving in December the 2015 Menneken Faculty
Research Award for Signiﬁcant and Sustained COntributions.  Professor Moltz is one of the leading
national and international experts in the ﬁelds of space and nuclear policy, having published eight
books and over 50 articles and book chapters. He holds a dual appointment as a Professor in the
Department of National Security Affairs and the Space Systems Academic Group, integrating his deep
technical and scientiﬁc knowledge of space management with a rigorous social scientiﬁc analysis of
space politics and security. In 2008, he published The Politics of Space Security: Strategic Restraint
and the Pursuit of National Interests. An authoritative political history of the ﬁrst 50 years of
international space activity, it offered a conceptual framework for viewing the emerging threat posed
by orbital space debris. In 2012, he published Asia’s Space Race: National Motivations, Regional
Rivalries, and International Risks. This was a ﬁrst-of-its-kind study examining the implications of
Asia’s emergence as a major spacefaring region. Drawing on ﬁeldwork in a number of Asian capitals,
his study covered the history and current trends among Asia’s four main space powers—China, India,
Japan, and South Korea—as well as 10 other emerging Asian space-faring countries. His most recent
book—Crowded Orbits: Conﬂict and Cooperation in Space—highlights the challenges of 21st century
space governance caused by the technological diffusion and the growing problem of space trafﬁc
management. Prof. Moltz’s unique ability to bridge political and technical subjects of relevance to
U.S. national defense has helped him attract $14 million in reimbursable funding from government
sponsors since 2007. His contributions extend well beyond NPS. Prof. Moltz has been an advisor to
the Ofﬁce of the Secretary of Defense, the State Department, the NASA-Ames Research Center, and
the U.S. Department of Energy, and a large number of U.S. Navy commands, and he has given expert
testimony to the U.S. Congress and the Department of Energy’s Advisory Committee. His
commentaries have appeared in such periodicals as Aviation Week and Space Technology, the Los
Angeles Times, Nature, the New York Times, and Scientiﬁc American. From 1993-98, he served as the
founding editor of the journal The Nonproliferation Review. Prof. Moltz received his Ph.D. in political
science from the University of California at Berkeley in 1989.
 Professor Covell Meyskens in the Los Angeles Book Review
By Tong Lam
January 22, 2016
In addition to teaching at the US Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California, historian
Covell Meyskens also curates Everyday Life in Mao’s China, a website ﬁlled with photographs
and other images from 20th-century China. In this interview, Meyskens discusses the project
with historian, photographer, and regular China Blog contributor Tong Lam.
Read full article HERE

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The concept of net assessment has long been considered an important tool for American
national security strategists, and the Pentagon’s Ofﬁce of Net Assessment is widely regarded
as a key inﬂuence in security plan- ning. However, despite calls by experts for the
development of a similar net assessment ofﬁce in the Department of Homeland Security
(DHS), only a few tentative efforts have been made to use the concepts and methodologies of
net assessment for the problem of ensuring American homeland security. This article argues
that a homeland security net as- sessment is even more necessary today, since debates over the
state of the nation’s security involve discussions not only about the seriousness of the threat
but also the legitimacy of the intelligence and other ef- forts employed to combat that threat. It
proposes a new model for a homeland security net assessment process that should be
 Professor Zachary Shore, "Provoking America: Le Duan and the Origins of the Vietnam War",
Journal of Cold War Studies
By Mo Hafez
January 14, 2016
This article concentrates on the North Vietnamese ofﬁcial who became the driving force within the
Vietnamese Workers’ Party (VWP) and was crucial in shaping the Vietnamese Communists’
protracted war strategy. A great deal has been written about the personality and policies of Ho Chi
Minh, but Le Duan's powerful inﬂuence on strategy has been largely overlooked. The article covers Le
Duan's background and rise to power as the VWP First Secretary, as well as his strategic thinking
about the United States from the 1950s through the deployment of U.S. ground troops in 1965.
Although other VWP leaders inﬂuenced wartime strategy, Le Duan as First Secretary carried the
greatest weight within the Politburo and exerted the strongest inﬂuence over the southern
Communists, who were pivotal in ﬁghting both U.S. and South Vietnamese forces. In his role as head
of the southern Communists Le Duan developed strategies for defeating the United States and then
implemented them as his power grew. The article spotlights several recurrent themes in his thinking:
the nature of a protracted war, the role of casualties, and U.S. global standing. Each of these subjects
inﬂuenced how the North Vietnamese intended to defeat the United States over the long term and
offers insights into how Hanoi understood its enemy.  
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undertaken by DHS and suggests that such an assessment would expand the discussion of
homeland security threats beyond terrorism and would encourage greater focus on civil
liberties and disaster preparedness. 
Full Article (CLICK HERE)
 
 Mohammed M. Hafez and Creighton Mullins, “The Radicalization Puzzle: A Theoretical Synthesis of
Empirical Approaches to Homegrown Extremism,” Studies in Conﬂict and Terrorism 38, November
2015.
By Mohammed Hafez, Ph.D.
November 10, 2015
 
Why and how do individuals residing in relatively peaceful and afﬂuent Western societies come to
embrace extremist ideologies that emanate from distant places? We summarize the most recent
empirical literature on the causes and dynamics of radicalization, and evaluate the state of the art in
the study of Islamist homegrown extremism in the West. We propose a theoretical synthesis based on
four factors that come together to produce violent radicalization: personal and collective grievances,
networks and interpersonal ties, political and religious ideologies, and enabling environments and
support structures. We propose adopting a “puzzle” metaphor that represents a multifactor and
contextualized approach to understanding how ordinary individuals transform into violent extremists.
We concluded with three recommendations to strengthen the empirical foundations of radicalization
studies. To view the full publication, (CLICK HERE).
 




A crucial dimension of bridging the gap between international affairs scholarship and policymaking is the
generation of substantive, policy-relevant research programs. We describe the use of scenario analysis
as a valuable experiential and problem-based technique for developing innovative research ideas in
political science. We focus especially on the scholarly and pedagogical potential of scenarios for
doctoral students by describing the structured use of scenarios at the annual New Era Foreign Policy
Conference. The features of scenario analysis that commend its use to policymakers also make it well
suited to helping political scientists generate policy-relevant research programs. Scenarios are plausible






and textured stories that help imagine how the future political-economic world could be different from the
past in a manner that highlights policy challenges. Scenario analysis can throw into sharp relief
overlooked, yet pressing questions in international affairs that demand focused investigation. In turn, the
search for answers can shape important research programs geared toward providing actionable clarity in
understanding contemporary global issues and challenges.
Full Article (CLICK HERE)
 
 CHDS Alum devises better way to transport infected patients
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Latest News
NSA Profs. Barma and Piombo Publish Jointly in International Peacekeeping 
December 6, 2016
Two NSA faculty, Profs. Naazneen Barma and Jessica Piombo, have authored an article with Naomi Levy of
Santa Clara University, titled “Disentangling Aid Dynamics in Statebuilding and Peacebuildin... Read More
 
NSA Prof. Ostovar Publishes on Iran's Foreign Policy in the Middle East 
December 5, 2016
NSA Prof. Afshon Ostovar has written an article titled “From Tehran to Mosul: Iran and the Middle East's Great
Game” for the November issue of Foreign Affairs. Read More
 
Dr. Moltz Publishes Chapter on Asian Space Rivalry and Cooperative Institutions 
November 20, 2016
Dr. Clay Moltz has a chapter, titled “Asian Space Rivalry and Cooperative Institutions: Mind the Gap,” in the new
book, Asian Designs: Governance in the Contemporary World Order, published by published by Cornell
University Press. Read More
Rountable on Dr. Shore's Book, A Sense of the Enemy 
November 10, 2016
On September 15, 2016, the Smith Richardson Foundation hosted a roundtable discussion of Dr. Zachary Shore’s
book, A Sense of the Enemy: The High-Stakes History of Reading Your Rival’s Mind. Leading f... Read More
 
Prof Tom Young on Challenges in Post-Communist European Defense Institutions 
November 5, 2016
Dr. Tom Young has recently published two articles related to challenges of reform in post-Communist European
defense institutions. The ﬁrst, “The Challenge of Reforming European Communist Legacy ‘Log... Read More
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